
we have no local residen-
t ial community but        
because Jesus tells us to 

take risks, to    
do things differ-
ently, and to 
trust in him, to 
step out. 
As we step into 
2010 ï I pray 
that as individu-
als, who make 
up the church in 
this place, and 
as established 
churches we 
might be fired 
by the Holy 
Spirit to take the 
risk to do some-
thing different 
for God. 
May God bless 

you this year. 
Paul 

I was once given a 
book titled ñIf you 
want to walk on water 
you have 
to get out 
of the 
b o a t ò .  
T h e    
b a s i c 
premise 

being that if 
you want to 
be like Jesus 
you have to 
be willing to 
step out and 
take the risk, 
whilst fixing 
your eyes on 
him.  This 
week as      I 
have watched 
people of all 
ages struggle to keep 
footing on the snow and 
ice ï it reminded me that 

as individuals and as a 
church we often feel the 
safest staying just where 

we are.   Being a city    
mission this is not an   
option, not only because 

In November the óGUTô 
cancer support group for 
patients who have under-
gone surgery for bowel 
and oesophageal cancer 
in Coventry and Warwick-

shire organ-
ised a Ten 
Pin Bowling 
Competition. 
Central Hall 
entered a 
team who 
won the Pat 
St Leon    
T r o p h y . 

Some people suggested 
this was something to do 
with buffers being up on 
our lane ï but we think 
they are just bad losers. 
Pictured are the winning 

team along with Joan 
Gibbs who won a Spot 
Prize for a strike!   

From the Ministeré. 

Bowling Night  

SHARE THE NEWS 
WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
When youôve finished 
reading this newsletter 
why not pass it on to 
one of your friends? 
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If you have 
news that 

you wish to 
share please 
send to the 

Church office 
for our next 

The Revd Paul Wood  
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Next Coffee 

Morning ~ 16th 

January at Jean 

Newlandõs 

Breakfast with Santa  

Coffee Mor nings  
Since September Barbara, 
Shirley, June and Doreen 

& Stewart have 
hosted Coffee 
Mornings in 
their homes.  
As people have 
gathered they 
have made 
d o n a t i o n s 
which we have 
added to the 
Sound System 
appeal ï but 

this is by no means the rea-
son for them.  The Coffee 
mornings are a time to chat 
with others from church in a 
relaxed environment.  Thanks 
to all our hosts and to those 
people who joined us.  Why 
not come to the next one?                          
16th January 2010 at the 
home of Jean Newland 
(address from the church of-
fice).  If you are willing to host 
a Coffee Morning please give 
your date to Paul. 

Thanks to Wendy Millar and the 
Catering team who worked so 
hard to cater for a number of 
events throughout the Autumn 
Period, especially for coping with 
the numbers who attended the 
Carol Service.  These people do 
so much in the background to 
represent the church community 
and to raise much 
need funds to help 
keep The Hall going. 

25 children and 
their parents and 
carers joined 
Santa for break-
fast at The Hall 
just before Santa 
set off on his    
busiest night of 

the year. Thanks to Julie, Amanda, Ray and of 
course Santa for all their efforts.   

Christmas  Offering  
In our Christmas Offering this year we received 
Ã240.98 which will be evenly split between St Andrewôs House and Action for Children (formerly 
NCH). Below are the figures for Free will offerings received during December. A big thank you for 
all that you have so generously given. 
 

6th   £290.04 (2008 = £367.01)  13th  £295.56 (2008= £434.17) 
20th  £236.67 (2008=£625.04)  27th   £274.50 (2008 =£227.76)  

there was more chocolate 
to be had than at Easter! 
The service was en-
hanced by music from The 
Tony Gibbs Singer and 
the Children from the Per-
forming Arts Service.  We 
were delighted to welcome 
over 200 people ï many of 
whom have been in touch 
to say how welcomed they 
felt.  We thank God for his 
faithfulness to us and pray 
that he will guide us in our 
preparations for 2010. 

Have you ever been 
to a Starter and Pudding club? 
 
The idea is you sign up to come 
along. Bringing either a starter or a 
pudding. Then we gather to eat 
together to share the food we have 
created. 
 
Our first Starter and pudding club 
will be on Sunday 14th February 
at 12noon  
 
Sign up sheet on the table at the 
top of the stairs. 

The Carol Service had 
been one of the least well 
attended act of Worship at 
The Hall in 2008. It was 
time to try something differ-
ent!  So, the Carol Service 
last year was different in a 
number of ways, moving 
from its traditional place of 
the last Sunday before 
Christmas to the Wednes-
day before Christmas. The 
main hall was candle-lit 
with all the Carols dis-
played on PowerPoint and 

Paul & the children  

enjoying pass the 

parcelé. 

C O V E N T R Y  C O N N E X I O N S  

Thank you  

Starter &      

Pudding Club  
Carols by Candlelight  
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What does 
being a wor-
ship leader 
mean? Well 
as long ago 
as 1996 
M e t h o d i s t 
Conference 
introduced a 
s t a n d i n g 
order which 

formalised the position of worship 
leader within the life of the Church. 
Their most important function is to act 
as a worship enabler, that is to aid the 
preacher and congregation in their act 
of worship. Worship leaders bring a 
variety and multitude of gifts to      
worship, not least of which are local 
knowledge, continuity and practical 
support. It can involve leading worship 

in full or part, introducing new 
songs, being part of the planning 
team, acting as the link person, 
prayer support, drama, reading the 
Bible and so on.  Training is offered 
locally, and enables a better       
appreciation of Christian worship, 
aids the evaluation of gifts and skills 
and prepares for possible ministry 
as worship leaders.  Itôs fun, hard 
work, practical, thought provoking. 
But training is only the beginning. 
Elaine Davenport, Emmanuel 
Eshun, Simbi Tafirenyika and Joan 
Wilkins completed their training in 
the autumn and have just embarked 
on the next stage ï experience. 
Please support them, particularly in 
prayer. If you are interested in     
finding out more about this ministry 
talk to Paul.                 

Prayer Rota  

Recently there have been      
comments that in our prayers we 
only prayer 
for those 
who are sick. 
T h i s  o f 
course is not 
accurate but 
our notices 
s om e t im e s 
look that 
w a y . 
Amanda has 
been hard at 
work prepar-
ing a Prayer Rota. This names 
everyone on the Pastoral list of 
Central Hall and Cornerstone ï 
due to start from the 17th      
January, we hope that each 
week you will pray for other 
members of the church by name.  

under the direction of 
Paul Leddington Wright.       
Accompanied by Tim 
Campaign and the  
Beauchamp Sinfonietta. 
Having rehearsed all 

ñThe Messiah returns to 
Central Hallò  so read the 
publicity, and on Satur-
day 29

th
 November over 

150 joined for the Choir 
to sing Handelôs Messiah 

day they gave their performance to over 150 people. 
Although we would 
have loved a lar-
ger audience the 
whole day was 
seen to be a great 
event.  Did you 
miss it?  Donôt 
worry ï weôll     
repeat the event 
on 26

th
 November 

2011!  Why not put 
it into your    diary 
now? 

prayer.  Reflect on prayer in 
the Bible.  Investigate formal 
and informal prayer as well as 
offering a Toolbox of methods 
of praying that might be     
useful to you 
This is a very informal time to 
share and to grow. 
Why not come and join us? 

Quiet Time  
Saturday 20 February  
Central Hall, 11.00 - 13.00 
 

A quiet time at Central Hall on a      
Saturday! How are we going to     
manage that you might ask?  
Sometimes we need to do just that, 
just go for it. 
This will be a time to reflect on "Teach 
me how to pray", an opportunity to   
prepare for Lent and space to pray.  
If you have never been to anything like this 
before give it a try.  If you would like to know 
more ask Paul or Pam. 
If you would like to help prepare for the quiet 
time speak to Paul or Pam. 
Above all take the opportunity for space and 
time to meet God. 
 

If we are honest most 
of us struggle at one 
time or another with 
our Prayer life.  With 
this in mind you are 
invited to come and 
share in this Prayer Toolbox, 
each   Thursday in January 
(7

th
 14

th
, 21

st
 and 28

th
) at 

7pm  
Hosted by Paul Wood with 
input from Pam Reid, Don 
Millar, Pat Palmer and Revd 
Rachel Burgess we will con-
sider a life with and without 

Teach me how to Pray  

Sing -a -long Messiah  
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Worship Leader Course  

Above  
all take 
the op-

portunity 
for space 
and time 
to meet 

God.  


